
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Please consider sponsoring the Altar Flowers  
 

GATHERING HYMNS 
“For All You’ve Done”  (Words on screen) 
“Open Our Eyes Lord”  (Word on screen) 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the  
presiding minister begins. 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩  one God, the wellspring of 
grace, 
our Easter and our joy. 
A:  Amen. 
L:  Look, here is water! 
A:  Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
L:  Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for 
what God has done for us.   
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thun-
dered over the deep and water became the essence of life.  Ad-
am and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark carried your 
creation through the flood into a new day.  Miriam led the dancing 
as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land.  In a 
desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptis-
mal life. 
Look, here is water! 
A:  Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
L:  At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and   
anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By the baptism of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 
freeing us to live as Easter people.  We rejoice with glad hearts, 
giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our 
source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and for-
ever. 
A:  Amen. 
L: Look, here is water! 
A: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

PREFACE 
L:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Fa-
ther, almighty and ever living God. But chiefly we are bound to 
praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he is the true 
Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his 
death has destroyed death; And by his  rising has brought us to 
eternal life. And so with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the wit-
nesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their crea-
tures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 

Holy, Holy (music on screen) 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
L:  Holy, living and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens 
and the earth. We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, 
healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger than death, 
gave his life for others.   

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 
eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.   

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remem-
brance of me.   

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrec-
tion, we await your promised life for all this dying world.  Breathe your 
Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:  Carry us in your arms from 
death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the right-
eousness of Christ. 

A: Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty  

Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and  

forever. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
L:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, 
A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
L: The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.  
Come and eat at God’s table. 
 
Communion Music Video  
“Then Christ Came”  By Mercy Me 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
L:  Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nour-
ished us with your love.  Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim 
your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer 
and friend. 
A: Amen. 

SENT FOR WORK AND WITNESS 
 
BLESSING 
L:  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
A: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
L: The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Spirit of Easter hope, ☩  bless you now and always.  
A: Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN- “Glorious Day” (Words on Screen) 

 
DISMISSAL 
L:  Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.  
A: Thanks be to God!  Alleluia 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 

April 7, 2024 

Second Sunday of Easter 
 

 

Introduction: The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sun-
days when we play in the mystery of Christ’s presence, mostly 
through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the dis-
ciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With 
Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in 
the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed 
into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material 
sharing such that no one among us is in need.  

 



GREETING 

L:  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

A: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

A: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L:  Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrec-
tion. By the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of 
the resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

A: Amen. 

 

Children’s Message—Dismissal to Children’s Chapel 

 

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD 
First Reading-   Acts 4: 32-35 

L:  A reading from Acts. 
32

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and 
soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but 
everything they owned was held in common. 

33
With great power the 

apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 
and great grace was upon them all. 

34
There was not a needy person 

among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and 
brought the proceeds of what was sold. 

35
They laid it at the apostles’ 

feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.  

L:  Word of God, word of life.      

A: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 133 
L:  A reading from Psalm 133   
1
How good and how pleasant it is,  when kindred live together in unity!  

2
It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard,   

upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his 
robe.   
3
It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. For 

there the Lord has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.  
L:  Holy wisdom; Holy Word. 
A: Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading – 1 John 1:1-10; 2:2 

L:  A reading from  1 John 
1
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have 

heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and 
touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—

2
this life was re-

vealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the 
eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—

3
we de-

clare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have 
fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with 
his Son Jesus Christ. 

4
We are writing these things so that our joy may 

be complete.  
5
This is the message we have heard from him and pro-

claim to you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 
6
If 

we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in 
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 

7
but if we walk in the 

light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one anoth-
er, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 

8
If we 

say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. 

9
If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
10

If we say that we 
have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.  

2:1
My 

little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not 
sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous; 

2
and he is the atoning sacrifice for our 

sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.  

L:   Word of God, Word of Life. 

A: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise, as you are able, for the reading of the Holy Gospel. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
“Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” (Words on Screen) 

 

Gospel - John 20:19-31 

L: The Holy Gospel according to John 

A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
19

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear 
of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 
be with you.” 

20
After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
21

Jesus 
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 
so I send you.” 

22
When he had said this, he breathed on them and 

said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23

If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are re-
tained.”  

24
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, 

was not with them when Jesus came. 
25

So the other disciples told 
him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the 
nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”  

26
A week later his 

disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Alt-
hough the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 

27
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your fin-

ger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 
side. Do not doubt but believe.” 

28
Thomas answered him, “My Lord 

and my God!” 
29

Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you 
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
come to believe.”  

30
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence 

of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 
31

But these are 
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his 
name.  

L:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

A: Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

Sermon                                                   Pastor Wayne Shelksohn 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   “Alleluia Jesus is Risen”  ELW 377 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED  
L:  Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed. 

A: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he as-
cended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition will end “God of Grace” and the congregation will re-
spond “hear our prayer” 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
L:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
A: And also with you.  
 
You are invited to share a sign of God’s peace with your neighbors by  
turning to the people near you saying, “Peace be with you.” 
 
OFFERING   

Offerings can also be sent by mail or given online. You can send a check to 
St. Paul Lutheran Church 210 Deerfield Rd Pontiac, IL 61764 or give 
online at stpaulpontiac.org 
 
Offering Prayer 
L:  Risen One, 
you call us to believe and bear fruit.  May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love.  Form us to be your witnesses in the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 
A: Amen. 
 

MEAL 
All are welcome at Christ’s table. Communion is distributed in front of the 
altar by intinction. Please dip the wafer into the lighter colored liquid 
which is grape juice or the darker liquid which is wine. If you prefer not to 
receive communion you may come forward with your hands crossed over 
your chest to receive a blessing or you may remain in your seat. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
L:  The Lord be with you. 

A:  And also with you. 

L:  Lift up your hearts. 

A:  We lift them to the Lord. 

L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

A: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 


